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10.

. Due to excessive hunting, many species which were once plentiful in the wild have now become

(A) infectious (B) obsolete ' {C) endangered (D) epidemic

As the newly completed subway network eases traffic congestion, drivers find it a lot easier to
through downtown traffic.

(A) maneuver (B) perspire (C) seep (D) tiptoe

Protestors have vowed to keep pi'essure on the government until their demands are met.

(A) committing (B) relieving {C} decreasing (D) applying

I was told by my supervisor to keep my hands off this affair, and I intend not to challenge his
instruction.

(A) explicitly (B) ambigously - (C) suspiciously (D) meekly

If we don’t reform the national health insurance, it will go bankrupt and a decent medical care to every
citizen will no longer be .
(A) suspended (B) submerged {C) sustained (D) subsiracted

The chief inspector was on sick leave, so his was sent to conduct the investigation.

(A) client (B) referee {C) deputy (D) confidant

Judging from his initial attitude toward our proposal, we might have been over-optimistic
about winning his approval.

{(A) conserved (B) reserved (O) preserved (D) deserved

The Baltic country Latvia has recently adopted the currency “euro” and abandoned its own, hoping this
will lead to better into the European Union.

(A) condemnation (B} segregation (C) discrimination (D) integration

People who have witnessed recent horrible crimes in this country are now asking for the reenactment of
the once death penalty. '

(A) prolonged {B) abolished (C) stabalized (D) drafted

The Philippines posted a 7% economic growth in 2013, which easily many of its neighbors
trapped in weak economy. 7

(A) paled (B) eclipsed (C) boosted (D) boasted
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“China has an unusually large number of potential first time smartphone buyers, and that’s not lost on us,”
Apple CEO Tim Cook told investors this week. 11, he confirmed that the company had recently lowered
the price of the iPhone 4 in China to make it “even more atiractive to those first-time buyers.”

China was a bright spot in an otherwise mixed set of financials for the iPhone imaker, its Greater China
unit, which includes Hong Kong and Taiwan, _ 12  the only region to increase sales over the previous
quarter. The region contributed $8.2 billion in revenue, “our best quarter ever in Greater China,” according to
Cook, __ 13 about 19% of Apple’s total sale. .

And yet Apple is still a minor player in China’s vast smartphone market, _ 14  the country’s largest
mobile operator, China Mobile, not even an official Apple distributor. And even though Apple is now able to
discount earlier models, it will likely struggle to grow its market share beyond the 10% it currently commands.
Instead, _ 15  is Android, which powers about four in five smartphones in China, that dominates the
Chinese market, making it the world’s largest one.

11. (A) What’s worse (B) At least (C) Furthermore - (D) In other words
12. (A)tobe (B) being {C) should be (D) has been

13.  (A) accounting for (B) using up (C) dependent on (D) in addition to
14. (A) because (B) as (CYyunlike (D) with

15. (A) what (B) so . it (D) where

# 16 % 20 R

The Los Angeles City Council voted unanimously on Tuesday to ban the use of electronic cigarettes,
popularly known as “vaping,” from restaurants, bars, nightclubs and other public spaces.

If signed into law by Mayor Eric Garcetti, the measure would __16  in 30 days. Los Angeles would join
a growing list of cities, including New York and Chicago, that restrict the use of e-cigarettes, battery-powered
cartridges filled with nicotine liquid that create an inhalable vapor _ 17

18  of e-cigarettes say they are less dangerous than tobacco products and can help smokers quit. But

public health experts fear they may act as a gateway to smoking for the uninitiated. Critics also point to
potential harm posed to individuals who may inhale second-hand vapor from e-cigarettes, saying 19  is
known about the effects of the chemicals contained in the cartridges is still too little.

The bill provides exemptions to allow e-cigarettes in vaping lounges and stores, similarto 20 made
for cigar lounges under traditional anti-smoking restrictions, E-cigarettes would also be permitted for theatrical
purposes.

16. (A) set off (B) put into practice (C) take effect (D) be withdrawn
17, (A) when heated {B) to be heated (C) to heat it (DD} as a heater
18. (A) Critics (B) Advocates (C) Quitters (D) Victims

19. (A) nothing (B) scarcely (C)it (D) what

20. (A) exceptions (B) warnings (C) penalties . (D) preventions
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A budget airline, also called a low-cost carrier, is a flight carrier that seeks to provide flight service at a
low cost, sometimes __ 21 traditional airlines by more than 50%. Such an airline typically cuts costs through
a number of ways. Popular 22 include adopting an all-economy format, providing “meal options™ to be
paid for separately, and using “first-come, first-served” seating, which means that the plane is boarded like a
bus and seats goto _ 23 takes them first.

To cut operating costs even further, a budget airline might also operate reglonally rather than globally, and
operate either out of a secondary airport or at non-peak times at a _ 24  flight hub. Although some people
complain that there are hardly any _ 25  given out to passengers of a budget airline, the overall popularity of
budget airlines is on the rise.

For many, budget airlines fill a need: they can now opt to fly _ 26 the expense might have once been
prohibitive. Budget airlines are immensely popular with young tourists and backpackers, who simply want to
get from one place to another in the cheapest _ 27  way. They are so popular in some parts of the world that
a few cities have airport terminals _ 28  specially to these low-cost airlines. Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia, and
its neighbor Singapore come to mind.

Of course, the budget airlines industry is not without its detractors. A great many people, after having been
initially attracted to the low prices, complain of discomfort and dissatisfaction and _ 29  opt for traditional
airlines. In the United States, there have even been lawsuits filed due to problems _ 30  from delays,
overbooking, and poor service.

(A) arising (B) amenities {C) competing (D) dedicated (E) eventually ' (F) possible

((3) practices (H) primary (1) regulations  (J)undercutting (K) where (I.) whoever
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As a resident of Taipei City and a bike lover I have to commend the city’s effort to launch the so-called
“U-Bike” rental system, which has been expanded to a wider portion of the city. _ 31  Currently the system
has been expanded to many MRT stations, as well as areas surrounding National Taiwan University. Bicycling
through the NTU campus can be a relaxing and escaping experience after working in a tense and grueling work
environment. :

The renting process is as simple as it gets. You can either rent as a member of the U-Bike system or on a
pay-as-you-go basis. _ 32 _ For this reason I recommend the first option. All you need to do is sign up to
become a member at the U-Bike website, www.youbike.com.tw. Then, if you have a Taipei Easy Card, find the
serial number at the lower right corner and enter that number. Each member can have up to five cards under his
or hername. _ 33 The rental fee is NT$10 per 30 minutes. You can return the bike at any rental station you
want. Just remember to point the East Card at the system again to have the fee deducted from the card.

34  This means, if you “check out” a U-bike in less than half an hour, you’re basically getting a free
ride, faster than all the other means of transport — as well as getting a good workout. __35  Once you get
started, 1 guarantee you will get addicted to it. I suggest all residents of this great city should try using this
system whenever possible. Let’s work together to keep our city clean and green.
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(A) With an offer to please even the most budget-conscious resident, there is nc more excuse not to use this

service! .

(B) Statistics show that wearing a helmet while biking can significantly lessen the chances of getting head
injuries.

(C) Sparing no effort to promote this service, the city government is now sponsoring the first 30 minutes’
rental,

(D) Rentals used to be available only in Xinyi District, where one could ride through all those glamorous
department stores in that area. .

(E) After registration, all you have to do is go to the bicycle rental station, point your card at the sensor, and get
the bike.

(F) The latter option requires the use of a credit card and must be done at a kiosk at the rental station,
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Teenage heartthrob Justin Bieber has once again left the Internet slack-jawed, this time over comments left
at the Anne Frank House. During a brief stopover on his European tour, Bieber visited the Anne Frank House,
the Amsterdam museum cominemorating the young Holocaust victim who chronicled in a diary her ordeal
hiding from the Nazis during World War II. Frank died in a concentration camp at the age of 15. According to
the museum’s Facebook page, like many visitors did, the pop star left a message in the guest book, writing:

Truly inspiring to be able to come here. Anne was a great girl. Hopefully she would have been a belieber.

Even for those who are not members of the Justin Bieber fan club, it doesn’t take more than two seconds
to figure out what a “belieber” is. This comment has caused an uproar on the museum’s Facebook page, with
reactions ranging from “vile” to “shocking” to calling the multiplatinum selling artist a “shallow doofus.”

“She would’ve been a WHAT? That little idiot is way too full of himself. She’s an important historical
figure so show some respect,” read a typical post left on the museum’s Facebook page, which first reported the
guest bock comments.

It isn’t the first bit of negative publicity that the 19-year-old has attracted during his stint in Europe. To
date, the tour has been hit by incidents of Bieber angrily confronting photographers in London, having his
monkey seized by officials in Germany, concerts cancelled in Portugal and school officials in Norway
rescheduling exams to avoid clashes with his shows.

36. Where is a belieber mostly likely found?

(A) At a museum commemorating the Holocaust’s victims.

(B) At a certain pop star’s fan club.

(C) At an online forum on important historical figures.

(D) At a guest book keeping visitors’ comments.

37. Why did Justin Bieber’s comment irritate netizens?
(A) He didn’t praise Anne Frank well enough.
(B) He expressed no recognition of Anne Frank’s ordeal.
(C) He mistook Anne Frank as a contemporary person.
(D) He showed a sign of being full of himself,
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38. What can be inferred from this passage?
(A) Bieber has many diehard fans to defend him.
(B) Bieber was advised to keep a low profile.
(C) The harshest criticism Bieber received came from Europe.
(D) Bieber considered the visit to the Anne Frank House meaningful.

39. What word can we use to describe Justin Bieber’s European tour?
(A) Controversial. (B) Mediocre. {C) Riotous. : (D) Extravagant.

5 40 % 43

Irish is commonly mistaken as a dialect of English. In fact the Republic of Ireland has two official
languages. The principal functional language is English, though most residents can use some Irish.

Irish was once the most widely spoken language in Ireland until the 19™ century. The combination of a
primary school system in which Irish was prohibited and only English taught by order of the colonial British
Government in Ireland, and the Great Famine (1845-1852), which hit a high number of native Irish language
speakers, hastened its decline. Irish political leaders, such as Danicl O'Connell, were also critical of the
language, seeing it as “backward,” with English the language of the future. English became the language
associated with prosperity and employment.

The Irish language began to experience a revival in the early 20™ century, when the Gaelic League was
formed to promote it. This coincided with the growing Irish nationalist sentiment, with which the Irish people
started to re-exarnine their suppressed language and culture, During this period William Yeats and other poets
wrote poems in English about traditional Irish heroes and myths.

After the independence in 1922, the Constitution declared Irish the first official language of the Republic of
Ireland. However, the percentage of native Irish speakers kept falling. The government has made many attempts
to preserve the language, including making it a compulsory subject for students from the age of four until the end
of secondary school. Some people feel that the way Irish is taught in schools has actually contributed to its
decline, as students see it as a difficult and boring subject instead of an exciting part of their heritage.

Despite its often-prophesied demise, the Irish language has defied the odds and survived into the
twenty-first century. Modern technologies have also contributed to its rejuvenation. TG4 is the Irish language
television station, whose popular soap opera Ros na Riin has maintained high ratings. The Irish language also
has a highly visible presence on the Internet.

40. According to the passage, what is a cause for the decline of Trish before the 20® century?

(A) Irish derived from English and lacked its own identity.

(B) A natural disaster killed many native Irish speakers.

(C) Schoolchildren considered Irish boring and difficult.

(D) The Constitution didn’t declare Irish an official language.

41. According to the passage, what helped the revival of Irish in the early 20™ century?
(A) Poems written in Irish about Irish heroes. (B) Political leaders speaking Trish publicly.
(C) A governmental ban on English. (ID) The growth of a nationalist sentiment.

42. Which is true about the current language status in the Republic of Ireland?
(A) Frish has become a muist in employment.
(B) Every schoolchild has to take Irish as a subject.
(C) Technologies have marginalized Irish even further.
(D) Irish remains the mother tongue of most families.

43. Which of the following words has the closest meaning to demise in the fifth paragraph?
(A) Expectation, (B) Awareness. (C) Death. () Disguise.
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Centuries ago, the South Bank was infamous for being London’s outlaw neighborhood. Although situated
just across London Bridge, it was conveniently outside ‘the city walls and laws and was therefore the ideal
location for the theaters, taverns, and cock-fighting arenas, which served to entertain plebians, who were
farmers and other ordinary people. However, only the brave would choose to stay out once the sun had set.
Following an afternoon performance of Henry V or Romeo and Juliet, plebeians that flocked to Shakespeare’s
popular Globe Theatre were more eager to retwn to the safety of their hearths than take their chances with
whatever lurked in the shadows of a twilight South Bank.

For centuries the North London joke about needing a passport to cross the mighty Thames may have held
true. But, in the mid-20" century people began to hold their tongues as the South Bank emerged as one of the
capital’s most creative hubs. The development began in the 1950s with the construction of the Royal Festival
Hall, and was followed by the the Hayward Gallery in the ‘60s and the Royal National Theatre in the “70s. In
the “80s the Design Museum attracted a fresh influx of visitors. With the ‘90s came the breathtaking
reconstruction of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. The architectural celebrations continued with showcase
projects for the new millennium, such as Tate Modern and the London Eye.

Even the previously lesser-visited parts of the South Bank are now a magnet for visitors. The city’s oldest
market, Borough Market, has become an essential foodie destination, where celebrity chefs go in search of
farm-fresh produce. Just a short walk east, Bermondsey, with its artist studios and pretty streets, is being
frequented by yuppies in search of the latest chic fashions.

44, What is a suitable title for this passage? )

(A) Once Plebian, Now Chic Central (B) Tips for a Budget City Trip

(C) London’s Daring Millennium Projects (D} A Dirty District to be Cleaned Up
45. What explains the South Bank’s prosperity centuries ago?

(A) Low land prices helped businesses. (B) Laws were loosely enforced there.

(C) The city wall protected it from invaders. (D) Imported goods were traded there.
46. Centuries ago Londoners entering the South Bank would be advised to .

(A) go back home by nightfall (B) visit Shakespeare’s residence

(C) apply for a passport beforehand (D) watch out for the mighty Thames

47. What is true about the South Bank today?
(A) It has become the most developed district of London.
(B) It showcases many of London’s famous modern buildings.
(C) Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre is no longer found there.
(D) Many restaurants with renowned chefs are located there.

5 48 28 51 AR

Dan Brown’s novels are known for treasure hunts set in a 24-hour period, and feature symbols, codes, and
conspiracy theories. His first book was Digital Fortress. Subsequently he wrote Angels & Demons and
Deception Point, the former of which was the first to feature the lead character, Harvard symbologist Robert
Langden. Brown’s first three novels had little success, with fewer than 10,000 copies sold in first printings. His
fourth novel, The Da Vinci Code, became a bestseller, selling millions of copies, helping push sales of his
earlier books.

In 2006 The Da Vinci Code was released as a film, starring Tom Hanks as Robert Langdon. Despite its
overall poor reviews, the movie ended up the second highest box office earner of the year. The next film,
Angels & Demons, was 1eleased in 2009, with Hanks returning. It, too, garnered mostly negative reviews.

Often criticized is Brown’s claim that “all descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents and secret rituals
in the novel are accurate.” He responded in a TV interview by saying, “I do something very intentional and
specific, which is to blend fact and fiction. There are people who understand this, and they get on the train and go
for a ride and have a great time, and there are other people who should probably just read somebody else.”
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Brown’s novels that feature Robert Langdon also include Christianity as motifs, and have provoked
controversy. He once explained that those books are not anti-Christian, but simply “an entertaining story that
promotes spiritual discussion and debate” and suggested that they be used “as a positive catalyst for
introspection and exploration of our faith.”

As Brown considers writing a discipline that requires constant practice, he routinely wakes up at 4:00 a.m.
to write. He has also mentioned using inversion therapy to help with writex’s block. He uses gravity boots and
says, “Hanging upside down helps me solve plot challenges by shifting my entire perspective.” Interestingly,
despite his diligence and success, his prose style is often described as clumsy.

48. What is true about The Da Vinci Code?

(A) Its success resulted from the sales of the author’s earlier books.

(B) In it the character Robert Landon is introduced for the first time.

(C) The author purposefully defends Christianity in it.

(D) Its movie does better commercially than critically.

49, What can be inferred from this passage?
(A) Each of Dan Brown’s books includes Christianity as a motif.
(B) It takes about 24 hours to finish reading Dan Brown’s book.
(C) Brown hopes his books can help readers reflect on their belief.
(D) Tom Hanks is not a suitable actor for Robert Langdon.

50. What can we infer about Dan Brown’s attitude toward his writing?
{A) He doesn’t intend to please every reader.
{B) He follows historical facts strictly.
(C) He works hard to improve his clumsy prose style.
(D) He doesn’t bother to defend himself against criticism.

51. Writer’s block in the last paragraph most likely means
(A) a physical illness requiring therapy
(B) a ban on writing about a certain topic
(C) a philosophy encouraging different perspectives
(D) a plight when ideas run out
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